[Treatment of malignancy-associated hypercalcemia].
Malignancy-associated hypercalcemia (MAH) is caused by tumor over-production of parathyroid hormone-related protein (PTHrP), or by locally enhanced bone resorption in metastatic lesions of solid cancers. Medical treatment of MAH includes hydration by saline infusion, loop diuretics to promote urinary calcium excretion and anti-resorptives such as calcitonin and bisphosphonates. Particularly, bisphosphonates are the current mainstay for MAH treatment : they not only inhibit osteoclastic bone resorption to ameliorate hypercalcemia but can also alleviate bone pain and can even prevent cancer cell expansion in bone metastatic lesions.